HISTORY

The history of Hyderabad district was inextri-
cably bound up with the rise and fall of various
kingdoms which flourished in the Deccan during the
medieval and modern times. Th9 Kakatiyas of
Waranga! were the first important rulers of this part
of the country between 1150 - 1323. Muhammad-
bin-Tugh!ak who broke the Kakatiya power in 1323
held sway for sometime after which the royal court
of the Bahmani Sultan held the Deccan for about
two centuries. On their decline, the Band Sh?hi
Kingdom rose to power which, for unknown reasons,
dwindled by about 1609. Then came the famous
Qutub Shahis of Golconda (1512-1687) whose
rule opened a glorious chapter in the annals of
Hyderabad. It was in the reign of the fifth des-
cendant of this dynasty, Muhammad Quli, that the
nucleus of the Hyderabad city, renowned for its
magnificent mansions, had been laid In 1589. How-
ever, towards the close of the 17th century the
fortress of Golconda fell to the sword of Aurang-
zeb (1687) who made it a part and parcel of the
fvlughai Empire and nominated Chin Kaffch Khan
(Asaf Jah) as Subedar of the Deccan, who in turn,
made himself the master of the Deccan after inflic-
ting a signal defeat on Mttbariz Khan, who was
secretly instructed by the Mughal Emperor, in the
famous battle of Shakarkheda fought on the 11th
Oct.,1724. This battle which was renamed Fath-
khera by the Nizam-uI-lVluIk marks the establishment
of the Asaf Jahi Dynasty and with it the establish-
ment of an autonomous Deccan. ft also marks the
end of the Medieval period in the history of the
Deccan and the commencement of the Modern per-
iod which was identical with the end of the Mughal
hegemony and the definite establishment of the
Asaf Jahi rule. The State and the dynasty so foun-
ded by Asaf Jah I had witnessed many eventful
things in the evolution of the Hyderabad State.
He also instituted the title of the Nizam which
had become since then the hereditary and dynastic
title of the successive rulers of this State and
thus, he became the founder of the house of the
Nizams (1724). Thereafter, the district remained
a part of the Nizam's Dominions until it became a

part of the Indian Union In 1948. It was finally
merged in the enlarged State of Andhra Pradesh
on the 1st November, 1956 when the Sovereign,
independent Republic of India implemented the
States' Reorganisation Act with a view to redra-
wing the political map of India, delimiting and
alienating the boundaries of the States so as to
weld together the people speaking the same
language.

The early history of the  Deccan  of which the
district formed a part Is given below :

Early Hindu Period : In pre-historb times the
great Dravidian race occupied Southern India inclu-
ding a major portion of the Deccan pLtiau. It is
uncertain when the Aryans invaded the Deccan.
The empire of Asoka (273-231 B.C), however,
seems to have had control over the whole of Berar
and a considerable portion of the Deccan plateau.
The Andhras were the next kings who rulad the
Deccan. They are mentioned in the Asokan ins-
criptions but their rise to power dates from abaut
220 B.C. Gradually extendingtheirsway from Krish-
na delta, they soon possessed an empire reaching
to Nasik. This dynasty seems to have come to an
end in the third century A.D., but the reasons for
ths collapse are little known. Th3 Palbvas who
ruled South of Krishna might have extended their
power to this region. The next dynasty of impor-
tance is that of the Chaiukyas who rasa to powver
in Bijapur district by about 550 A.D. and founded
an empire spreading and west across the Pen-
insula with their capital at Kalyoni. Pulakesin II
(608-642 A.D.), ruled practically the whole of India
south of Narabada river and even came into contact,
with Harsha Vardhana of Kanuj. Throughout their
period of supremacy the Chalukyas were at war
with the Pallavas. in the middle of eighth century
the Chalukyas were displaced by the Rashtrakutas
of Malkhed in Gulbargj district, About 973 A.D.,
the Chalukyan dynasty was-restored and for nearly
200 years maintained Its position, tnspite of'fierce
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